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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON CISCO KIDNAPPING 

1. FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN GIVEN TO DEPT SPOKES- 
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"QUESTION: CAN YOU CONFIRM 

THE REPORT THAT SOME AMERICANS 

HAVE BEEN KIDNAPPED IN ASMARA, ETHIOPIA? 

ANSWER: YES , TWO AMERICAN CONTRACT EMPLOYEES AT THE 
TRANSMISSION SITE OF THE KAGNEW COMMUNICATIONS STATION , 
ALONG WITH FOUR ETHIOPIANS, WERE ABDUCTED AT GUNPOINT YESTER- 
DAY MORNING. THE TWO AMERICANS, STEVE CAMPBELL AND JIM 
HARREL, ARE EMPLOYEES OF COLLINS INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
COMPANY (CISCO). 

QUESTION: WHO KIDNAPPED THEM AND WHAT IS THEIR OBJECTIVE? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT YET HAVE ANY FIRM INFORMATION ON THE 
IDENTITY OF THE KIDNAPPERS. THERE HAS AS YET BEEN NO CON- 
TACT WITH THEM, AND NO MESSAGES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT DOING ABOUT IT? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE INFORMED THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT OF 
THE INCIDENT AND ADVISED THEM THAT WE CONSIDER THAT IT IS 
THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT TO 
BRING ABOUT THE SAFE RELEASE OF THE HOSTAGES. WE HAVE, 

OF COURSE, OFFERED TO BE HELPFUL IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE. THE 
ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT HAS PROVIDED ADDITIONAL SECURITY 
FORCES TO PROTECT US INSTALLATIONS AND PERSONNEL REMAINING 
IN ASMARA. THERE ARE ABOUT FIFTY AMERICANS THERE, IN- 
CLUDING TEN EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 

QUESTION: IS THE ERITREAN LIBERATION FRONT INVOLVED IN 
THIS INCIDENT? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE HAD NO CONFIRMED REPORTS CONCERNING 
THE IDENTITY OF THE ABDUCTORS. 

QUESTION: WILL THE U.S. GOVRNMENT PAY RANSOM IF 
DEMANDED? 

ANSWER: OUR POLICY IN THAT REGARD IS WELL KNOWN. " 
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2. NOTE: QUESTION DID NOT ARISE AT TUESDAY PRESS BRIEF- 
ING. INGERSOLL 
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